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Programme note:

PROCESSIONAL for Brass Quintet

This short piece was commissioned by the University of Sunderland to celebrate the awarding of their University Charter.  It was first performed by members of the Northern Sinfonia at the first graduation ceremonies held in November 1992.

Processional  is in three sections.  The opening fanfare calls from two antiphonal trumpets build into a climax with the other three instruments gradually entering.  A chorale is then heard from the lower brass instruments with the trumpets still echoing their fanfares (this time muted).  The music then builds to a longer climax before a majestic reprise of the opening section, ending triumphantly.  The music is functional, tonal, and (hopefully) listenable!
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