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Programme note:

SONATA FOR FOUR TROMBONES
My Sonata for Four Trombones was commissioned by the Marini Trombone Ensemble with funds provided by North West Arts. It was first performed by them at the Purcell Room, London, in 1985. The work is in one long, but continuous, movement and takes as its starting point the dramatic nature of sonata form. It consists of five alternating and varied blocks of music which are constantly juxtaposed in different ways. I was influenced here by Tippett’s use of this structural device in his Second Piano Sonata and Sonata for Four Horns. In my Sonata, the contrasting ideas (or musics) are identified by different tempi, thus:

	Tempo 1 -
	bold and majestically - a fanfare in the form of rhythmic canon: The appearance of this music always signals a new departure point.

	Tempo 2 -
	stridently - fast music using imitation points built around rising 7ths and 9ths.

	Tempo 3 -
	peacefully - this music becomes increasingly important as the work progresses. Hints of a chorale melody become more prominent until eventually it provides a long and reflective conclusion to the Sonata.

	Tempo 4 -
	aggressively - fast, scherzo-like, music which passes round repeated note figures.

	Tempo 5 -
	stately - slow, processional-like music which also has imitative fanfare patterns (using mutes) built on ascending thirds.
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